A1 IBI&M can the South End library
become more relevant to you?

currently located in N ew York. T he library opened
in June 1971. Library Park was last renovated by
the city of Boston in 1993.

us/

T he Friends of the South End Library has severad public
meetings ayear, in addition to those made necessary by
urgent issues, such as the 2009 closing of the building for
exterior repairs for three months. Meetings are open to all.

Current board members are: Marleen N ienhuis, president,
D anaD ubreuil, treasurer, Anthony Woeltz, clerk, and Lois
Russdll, secretary. Also on the board are Ann Wilson Lloyd,
and the chair of the Rutland Square Association, which isthe
official Boston Parks D epartment Partner for Library Park.

O ur Advisory Board consists of Rob Adams, Anne
Bruntrager, Vanessa Caderon-Rosado, Liane Crawford,
Kevin H epner, Gail Ide, Reinhold Mahler, Mercedes
Ridao, Murphy O 'FHaherty, Mary O wens, Jeanne Pelletier,
and Anne Smart.

T he Friends of the South End Library, Inc. is a tax-exempt
organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Interna
Revenue Code. O ur EIN number is 26-2025971.
Tax-deductible donations may be mailed to D ana D ubreuil,
Treasurer, 153 West N ewton Street, Boston, MA 02118.
She can be contacted at danal53@hotmail.com. Your
generous donations will fund events, programming and
beautification of Library Park and the planted tree
enclosures around the South End Library.

For more information, please visit our website, at
www.friendsofsouthendlibrary.org.
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The Friends of the South End Library

are The Friends of
the South End Library?

THEFRIENDSOFTHE SOUTH END LIBRARY
isan organization dedicated to the maintenance
and improvement of the South End Library
and adjoining Library Park. Supporters consist
of South End residents who care deeply about
the usage of the park and, with the Boston Parks
D epartment, work hard to help maintain its
beauty and cleanliness for everyone benefit.
We collaborate closely with the Boston Public
Library to enhance library services and improve
access for al South End residents.

\WASENN are the Friends goals?

T he Friends of the South End Library, Inc. was
created in 2007 to improve the current physica
condition of the library and park, and to begin

The original
Library Park,
built by the City
of Boston in
1993, replaced
the paved area
with vertical
piefls that was
part of the
original design
of the South
End Library.

the process of a dramatic redesign of both spaces.
T he Friends have met with many city officials,
including Mayor T homas M. Menino, adminis-
trators from the Boston Public Library and the
Boston D epartment of Parks and Recreation, city
councilors, and numerous South End community
groups. T hese meetings have led to a successful
lobbying for funds from the D epartment of Parks
and Recreation for afuture overhaul of Library Park.

U ntil recently, the Boston Public Library considered
funding a proposa to survey library needs of current
South End residents by means of questionnaires,
interviews and public meetings. T he plan wasto
assess the South End Library® facilities, make
recommendations for improvements based on the
information gathered from residents, and raise
funds for the improvements from private and public
funding streams. T he process would be documented
to become a blueprint for other loca libraries whose
supporters and Friends wanted to renovate and updae
their facilities. U nfortunately, the proposd has been
temporarily shelved, but the Friends will continue to
pursue these efforts. T he Friends are aso focused on
building alarge base of community volunteers and
supporters throughout the South End.

Some of the proposed improvements for a redesign
of the library and park include:

m Connecting the library building with the park
both visually and functionally.

m Opening up the exterior building walls to form
a more inviting and visible library facade

m Increasing the footprint of useable space within
the library through reorganization and adding more
square footage through construction, if necessary.

m Enhancing the library’s resources for its diverse
constituents with added computers, reading and
study materials, and innovative programming for
adults, young children, teenagers and seniors.

T he Friends of the South End Library sponsors
many ongoing projectsin Library Park. T hese
include an annua book sale, Easter egg hunts
and H aloween celebrations, as well as regular
park cleanups and maintenance. T he Friends
purchased and installed seven library sidewak
tree guards, which they plant with seasonal
flowers, perennials and shrubs. In addition, they
have worked with the D epartment of Parks and
Recreation to acquire new park furniture and
power wash other surfaces, have the fence repaired
and painted, trees pruned, overgrown aress cleared
and mulched, and spring bulbs planted. At the
FriendOrequest, the Boston Public Library
installed lights around the building to increase
public safety.

of the
South End Library

T he South End Library and park a 685 Tremont
Street (between West N ewton Street and Rutland
Square) was the site of the Mercantile Building,
where library service in the South End was first
established in 1877. Whileits location changed
multiple times over the next century, the current
building came to rest a the original site of the
Mercantile Library Association. T he building and
park were designed by the architectural firm of
Mitchell/Giurgola, originaly of Philadelphia but
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