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The Friends of the South End Library [FOSEL] will be collaborating with 
the Boston Public Library [BPL] and the City of Boston to reinvent the 
South End library with you, the South End Community.

A great example of the rebirth of today’s public libraries can be found 
right here in Boston with the award-winning renovation of our own 
Central Library’s 1972 Phillip Johnson Building on Boylston Street.

A number of the BPL’s 24 branches have undergone similar 
transformations; others are awaiting their re-openings this year and yet 
others are scheduled to begin renovations in the next five-ten years, 
including the South End branch library.



Mission & Values  Boston Public Library
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The Boston Public Library’s mission is to preserve and provide access to 
historical records of our society, and to serve the cultural, educational and 
informational needs of the city and the Commonwealth.

 Facilitate sustainable funding growth

 Systemwide improvements, acquisitions, and access supporting the 
community’s needs

 Enhance services systemwide with special emphasis on youth services

 Develop and implement a digital, technological and innovation plan

 Improve and enhance the staff and organizational culture a focus on 
support, engagement, productivity and customer service 

 Be ready for the unexpected
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FOSEL has formed a Planning Committee of Board volunteers to 
gather information about what the South End library renovation 
might entail.  We have visited a number of newly completed 
libraries in Boston and elsewhere, talked with their library staff and 
Friends groups.

The Planning Process is sponsored by the BPL and the City’s Public 
Facilities Department and begins with a Programming Study, funded 
in the FY 2020 budget.  The first step is a public information meeting 
sponsored by the BPL with South End residents.
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 Visiting renovated neighborhood branch libraries

 Gathering information on “best practices”

 Review data and demographics of the South End

 Share findings with the community

 Hold interactive “visioning workshops” 

FOSEL Building Committee Process



The South End   Demographics of Neighborhood
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The South End   Demographics of Neighborhood
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The South End Library  Existing Space
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The South End Library  Existing Space
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Boston Branch Libraries Visited by Committee
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Adams Street
Brighton
Dudley  
East Boston
Grove Hall  

Honan – Allston 
Hyde Park
Jamaica Plain  
Mattapan 
Roslindale 



Boston Branch Libraries  
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Adams Street 2021 00,000 sf $ 19 million
Brighton
Dudley Square $ 16 million
East Boston $ 
Faneuil $   7–9   million
Fields Corner $ 15–20 million
Grove Hall 
Honan Allston $
Jamaica Plains $ 10 million
Mattapan $ 12 million
Roslindale $
Uphams Corner $ 18 million

Renovation Complete Size Cost



The Historic & Town Center 
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Jamaica Plain Branch Library   Utile Architects

Hyde Park Branch Library   Swartz Silver Architects

Brighton Branch Library



The Historic & Town Center 
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Roslindale Branch Library   Studio Enee / Leers WeinzapfelDudley Square Branch Library   Utile Architects



The Heroic Design  
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Mattapan Branch Library   William Rawn Architects

Alston Branch Library   Machado Silvetti Architects East Boston Branch Library   William Rawn Architects



Adams Street Branch Library 
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Brighton Branch Library  
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Brighton Branch Library  
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Brighton Branch Library  
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Brighton Branch Library  
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Brighton Branch Library  
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Dudley Branch Library  
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Dudley Branch Library  
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Dudley Branch Library  
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East Boston Branch Library  
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East Boston Branch Library  
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East Boston Branch Library  
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East Boston Branch Library  
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East Boston Branch Library  
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Honan - Allston Branch Library  
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Hyde Park Branch Library  
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Jamaica Plain Branch Library  
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Jamaica Plain Branch Library  
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Jamaica Plain Branch Library  
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Mattapan Branch Library  
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Mattapan Branch Library  
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Mattapan Branch Library  
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Mattapan Branch Library  
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Roslindale Branch Library 
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Roslindale Branch Library  
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Roslindale Branch Library  
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Roslindale Branch Library  
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The Public Library is much more than a building, it is a symbol of 
our values and holds the stories found in our communities.  
Boston is a city of diverse neighborhoods and for over a century 
our Public Branch Libraries tell the stories of those individual 
communities.



Questions and Discussion
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